& |
|
I '/

Marred Clay
)EFEmiah 1811



This Is the\word that came'to)eremiah from the Lord: “Go
down to the potter’s house, and there |'will give you' my
message.” S0 | weniidown to'the potter sihouse, and |
Saw. nim We ;fg atthe wheelBut the pot he was
shaping from'the'day Was marred in his hands; so the
potter formed it into'anether pot, shaping it as seemed

best to him.
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Then the \word of the Llord'came to'me. He said, "Can | not
do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the Lord.
“Like clay In'the I the potter, so areyou in my hand,
Srael. e




[ at any time | announce that'anation or kingdomiis to be
Luprooted, torn'downiand destroyed, and If that nation |
warned repents ofitsevil, then | will relent.and not inflict
on it the disasteril nad planned:-Andif at another time |
announce thatanationarkingdom is to be built up and
planted, and it it does evilin my:sight and does not abey
me, then | will reconsider the good I'had intended to do for

It.




Now: therefore say to the peaple of Judah and those living

in Jerusalem; “Thisis\what the Lord says: Look! | am

te[Ier Vou and devising a.plan against
Raem ourevil waysieach one of you, and

reform vourwaysiand your actions. But they will reply, ‘It's

‘no use. \We will continue with our own plans; we will all

follow the stubbornness ofiourevil hearts. ”
—Jeremiah 18:1-12
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[ the second section [Jer 7:1-10:25] attacked the temple as a
source ofi spiritialisecinity; and'the third section announced
the end of covenant blessings [Jer. 11:1-17:27], this section {Jer.
18:1-20:18] effectlv_h \.ends the'assurance Judah placed in
.2s(500's trieasured passession, his elect from
among' the nationst The'only:source of security left to them
‘now are the promises made to the Davidic monarchy, and in
the fifth section [Jer. 21:1-24:10] they will be removed as well.”
—Andrew Shead. A Mouth Full of Fire




t God intendsta uproeot a nation, and it repents, God will
relent from disaster.




“God'simmutability signifies His absolute constancy,
faithfulness to Himselfrand'to'His creation. He does no

and will not fail tesbe-Himselt; He will be holy love.”
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“\When God sawA\nhatthey.didand how they turned
from their evil ways, he relented and'did not bring on
them the destruction:he had threatened.”

=

—Jonah 3:10
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See also Deuterenomy 32:12-14; Amos 7:1-6



“Through God's'grace’something novel and beautiful
actually comes into'being. This s God's doing, but it
occurs through epedient hUuman response.... Inthe
\Wesleyan dostfineof God's activity-in the world,
grace makes possible’adivine-human synergism.”

- —(Charles Carter, A Contemporany \\Vesleyan Theology




Do not run‘untilyour feet are bare
and your throat s dry.

—Jeremiah 2:25



“Stubbornness of thelr evilhearts" isa/phrase that gets repeated
throughout the boaoktoispeak-ofihow! Israel behavedin Moses

day (7:24; 11:8) and how/ they:are behaving now (9:13; 13:10; 16:12;
18:12; 23:17).

At that time? ;EWII\ cal\ Yerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and
all nations will‘gatherin Jerusalem to honor the name of the
'LORD. No longer will they:follow the stubbernness of their evil
hearts.”

—Jeremiah 3:17



“Jeremiah had'seen'pottersat work all his lite, but today
he saw something else—he'saw God at work making a
people for his glor, sApeople of God. Persons created in
the image afiGad: Necessary buthot only necessary—
each onealso beautiful And beautn‘ul but not only
beautiful—each one also necessary.”

—Eugene Peterson, Run \Vith the Horses




Fvou have beeniresisting/the work of God'in your life, are
vou willing to cooperate with His grace?
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